Avant-propos / Foreword 


Qdta, au eoeur de l’Anatolic ccnnalc, cst nn vil¬ 
lage d’unc centainc d ames, sime a soixame kilo¬ 
metres an nord-ouesf de la capitals, Ankara. Loin 
des tumulteS citadines, ffalta est enfermt' tin fond 
d une cuvette dont l'unique voie d'acces est uit 
chemin de tillage suits issue. A I'ecart, done, des 
routes passsJnteS et oublid par I’essort econo* 
niique tie la region if Ankara, CJ..il ta sc vide de scs 
jeunes qni partent a la tulle a la recherche d’unc 
vie nteilleure. Dans leS annees I960 et 1970, lots 
des fouilles dans le gisentent de Yertebres qui y 
fur decouvett, C^alra vivait pratiquement en 
aularcie, de ses cultures et de lelevage. |e I’ai tra¬ 
verse dernierement en juin 1995 : il 11 ’avait pas 
beaucoup change, sinon qnelqnes nonvelles mni- 
sons en ru’me. 

En Turquie, le nom de (/aha cst inconnu an deli 
d’un cerde d une dizaine de kilometres. Toute- 
fois, la presence d’un important gisemejtr de ver¬ 
tebras, a 400 m derrilfe le village, a rendu cC 
nom familier a beaucoup de inarnmalogistes et 
stratigraphes du Neogene depuis les annees 
1970. Dans le chapitre 4 de ce volume, j’ai deve- 
loppe I’historique des recherches effect udes i 
C/iita. II nest probablement pas exhaustif fame 
de poUVoir interroger tous les acieurs des 
recherches qui y ont etc fades, mats aussi parte 
que le temps efface beaucoup de souvenirs. Je ne 
sais pas qui a trouve le premier os fossile a (palta. 
Un garde-chumpetre, peut-etre, on un paysan 
averti par les geologucs qui arpentaienr la region 
au debut des annees 1950. Je sais cependant que 
c’e.st a F. O/ansoy, an debut des annees 50, alors 
jeune paleotnologue au M FA, que Foil doit les 
premieres fouilles sommaires et |e signalement de 
la presence d’un •• gisemenr villafrancliien » dans 
une publication datec de 1955. 

Le materiel etudie dans ce volume est esscntidlc- 
mem le fruit d’unc saison de iouille cn jnillcr 
1972. Durant environ trois semaines, H. Hcintz, 
1.. Ginsburg, M. GiirbiV/. et moi-meme avoirs 
gratte sous un soleil de plotnb une terre aride, 
mats riche en fossiles. Bien que notre peine ait 
ere recompensee par l’abondance et la qualite de 


Jn the deep heart of central Anatolia, (^alta is a 
village ol aboui a hundred of souls, at sixty kilo¬ 
meters north-west to the capital, Ankara, far 
from the tumults ol die city. (/dta is enclosed in 
the bottom of its basin only accessible through a 
cul-de-sac traeforoad. Therefore, located faraway 
from the main roads and forgotten by the econo¬ 
mical development of the Ankara region, (/tlla 
youth leaves the village looking for a better life in 
the modern city. In the 1960s and 1970s, din ing 
the excavations, we made in the vertebrate bea¬ 
ring locality discovered there, (/lira was living 
practically in autarky, from farming. I have cros¬ 
sed rhe village lately in June 1995 and things did 
not change much except for a few more abando¬ 
ned houses. 

In Iltrkey, the name ol C/alta is unknown beyond 
a circle of ten kilometers. But, thanks to the ver¬ 
tebrate locality which was discovered 400 m 
behind rhe village, rhis name has become fami¬ 
liar, situe the 1970s, to many Neogene mamma- 
logists and stratigraphers. In chapter 4 of this 
volume, I have developed an history of researches 
undertaken at (/dca. It is probably not exhausti¬ 
ve, Since I could Uot question everyone who wor¬ 
ked there, bur also because the time deletes lots 
of souvenirs. 1 do nor know who found the first 
fossil bone at (Falun maybe a rural guard or a 
peasant warned by geologists that surveyed the 
region in the beginning of the 1950s? What 1 
know it is that L Ozansoy, in the early 1950s, 
then young paleontologist at MTA, has collected 
the first fossils and mentioned a ‘‘Villaffanchian 
mammal locality” in a publication in 1955. 

The material studied in this Volume is - essentially 
the resuh of a field season in July 1972. During 
about three weeks, F„ Heilitz, L. Ginsburg, 
M. Giirbiiz and myself have dug, in a blazing 
sun, an earth which was so arid hut so rich in 
fossils. Although cmr efforts were gratified by the 
abundance and quality of conservation ol the 
fossils, the heat and lack of shade was hardly 
bearable. I shall never forget the expression of 
L. Ginsburg in an especially hot afternoon, hol- 
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conservation des fossiles, la chaleuf cr le manque 
d’ombre iurent une rude epreuve. Je n’oublietai 
jamais I'expression de I,. Ginsburg par un apres- 
midi particulihemcni chaud, redrcssant sa tetc 
denudec vers !e solcil, ies yeux plisses, s’cxcla- 
mant avec ameriumc : « Mais que fais-je done 
dans cet enfer ? Quo ne suis-je en liiver, it Paris, 
devant ma chemmec, un verre en main avec mes 
amis ? •>. Soiure d un instant ou hallucination du 

C 1 

desert ? 

Apres la fouille, Pexportation des fossiles it Paris 
pour dtude fut une autre difficult^ en raison de 
I opposition de certains paleontologUes turcs ct 
de la complexite des formaliics adtninistratives. 
Elle ne fut possible qti’un an plus card, en juillet 
1973, une fois encore grace it la patience ct a la 
diplomatic de It, Heintz. A Paris, j’ai consacre 
l’hiver 1973-1974 a preparer le materiel, a le 
consolider er a le cataloguer dans I’ateller du 
laboratoire de Paleonrologie du Museum. Lex 
rongeurs du gisement ont Grit I’objet de ma these 
de 3' cycle, soutenue en rnai 1976, Let tide du 
reste de la fa line tarda it. 

Decouvrir un gisement, r&olrer des fossiles, Ce 
sont les preliminaires indispensable* d'une etude 
paleontolngiqne. Mais I’otivrage n’est eomplet 
que sf I midc detaillcc et exhaustive du materiel 
suit. Seize nils apres nos fouillcs a (jialta, le pre¬ 
sent volume comlile cctte lacune. J’ai toujours 
pense que les fossiles recolres par un paleonto- 
logue, doit t|u’il suit, sont des fossiles sa lives, Car 
tot ou tard ils aurnieni ete dcuuiis par les intem- 
peries. Les fossiles de CaIta sont en fait double- 
ment sauves car rccoltc.s ct erudies.. 

Pour conclure Cette presentation, jc souhaite 
remercier chaleureasement celui qtii a decouvert 
ce gisement, reux qtii 1 ont lonille a la sueur de 
leur front, ceux qui ont eiudie les fossiles, analyse 
les sediments et aide ii la publication de ce volu¬ 
me. C’est grice i leurs efforts que ce site est 
devenu un important rep ere an candour dc trois 
continents, donnanr une vision instaiuanee de la 
com mu naute de vertebras qui y ydcu il y -a envi¬ 
ron quatre millions d’annees. Chacun de ses de¬ 
ments comribue a completer le maillon d’une 
chaine ct nmn plus grand souhait cst que les 
donnccs reunies dans ce volume soient lc point 
de depart de techctchcs futures. 


ding up his bare head to the sun, screwing up bis 
eyes, exclaiming: “What am I doing in this hell? 

I wish T could be in Paris, in winter sitting in 
front of my chimney, enjoying a glass of wine 
with my friends”. Was it the dream of an instant 
or a desert hallucination? 

After the excavation, shipping the fossils to Paris 
for study was another difficulty mainly because 
of the opposition or some Turkish paleontolo¬ 
gists and the Complexity of administrative forma¬ 
lities. Exportation was possible only one. year 
later, in July 1973, once again, thanks to the 
patience and diplomacy of E. Heintz. In Paris, I 
spent the winter 1973-1974 preparing, consoli¬ 
dating and cataloguing the specimens in the 
workshop of the paleontology Laboratory of the 
Museum. The rodents were studied first, in my 
"these de 3 l cycle ", that I defended in May 1976. 
The rest of the fauna was wailing. 

The discovery of a fossil locality and its excava¬ 
tion are the obvious first step of a paleontological 
research However, work must be completed 
with the exhaustive and precise study ol speci¬ 
mens collected. Sixteen years alter our excava¬ 
tions at (jlaltu, the present volume -achieves this 
task. I have -always thought that, once collected, 
the fossils were definitively sale since otherwise 
they would have been destroyed sooner or later 
by wheathering. Fossils from C'.alta are in fact 
doubly safe since they were collected and then 
Studied. 

Whatever the history, my warmest thanks arc 
due to the discoverer of this locality, to those 
who extracted each bone by the sweat ol their 
brow, who studied the specimens or analysed the 
sediments' and who helped in the publication of 
this volume. Thanks to their effort, this site has 
become a landmark on the crossroad ol three 
continents, and provides a good knowledge of a 
vertebrate community that lived there about four 
millions years ago. Each element of this fauna 
contributes to complete the link of an evolutio¬ 
nary chain and my greatest wish is that the data 
provided in this volume will be a starting point 
to future research. 
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